FRANCO-RUSSIAN ARMY

enlarge and strengthen your army. All the help and assis-
tance at my disposal will be freely given you; I have no
feeling of jealousy towards Russia; my only desire is for her
prosperity, her glory, and the further extension of her
frontiers. Will Your Majesty graciously listen to the
advice of one who claims to be honestly and affectionately
attached to you? Your need is to remove the Swedes further
from your capital. Extend your frontiers as far as you like
in their direction. I am ready to help you in this with all the
means in my power.

A Russo-French army of 50,000 men, including perhaps a
few Austrians, marching via" Constantinople into Asia,
would no sooner appear on the Euphrates, than it would
put England into a panic, and make her beg for mercy from
the Continental powers. I am within striking distance in
Dalmatia, Your Majesty on the Danube. Within a month of
our plans being made this army could be at the Bosphorus.
The blow would be felt in India, and England would col-
lapse. I should refuse no preliminary stipulations that would
enable me to achieve so great a result. But the reciprocal
interests of our States must be balanced and combined. This
can only be done in an interview with Your Majesty, especi-
ally if it is preceded by frank discussions between Roman-
zof and Caulaincourt, and by the despatch to Paris of some-
one who is really in our confidence. M. de Tolstoi is a fine
fellow, but he is full of prejudices and distrust where France
is concerned, and he is far from understanding the full sig-
nificance of what happened at Tilsit, or the new orientation
given to the world by the dose friendship between Your
Majesty and myself. The whole thing could be decided, and
the agreement signed, before March 15. By May i our army
could be in Asia, and Your Majesty's troops at Stockholm.
Then the English, threatened in India, and expelled from
the Levant, will be crushed under the weight of the events
with which the atmosphere would be charged. Your
Majesty and I should, no doubt, have preferred the pleasures
of peace, and a life spent in the midst of our vast empires,
regenerating them and making them happy by the arts and
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